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the enthusiasm of an African, who burst into a flood of tears,
and, in the depth of his emotion, exclaimed, " O God, now
take my soul, for this is Paradise P    Pilgrimage is a duty
binding upon all, women no less than men.    Inability is the
only exemption, and Moslem casuists have determined that
those who are incapable must perform it by a deputy, and
bear his charges.    The Khalifs continued to set an example
to believers, even after their settlement at Bagdad; and the
celebrated  Harun performed as many as  eight pilgrimages.
His grandson, Almamun, turned his into a journey of pleasure,
bringing with him the means of supplying in the desert lux-
urious banquets, with the choicest fruits and iced water.   Harun
went on foot, and was attended, not by his harem and his
courtiers, but by doctors of the law.    Saladin, the model of
saints as well as of sultans, regretted that he could not fulfil
the duty, and hoped, since his religious wars with the Pranks
prevented him, that the will would be accepted for the deed.
Believers of eminence of every kind, men of piety, of learning,
and of station, have courted and earned this distinction, but
few reigning princes  have  obtained the honoured name of
Haji.    Bajazet performed the pilgrimage before his accession,
but Mecca has never been visited by an Osmanli Sultan.   The
pilgrimage was suspended for nearly a quarter of a century
by the  Karmathians, who attacked the caravans, plundered
Mecca, and carried off the black stone, in the hope that it
would attract the pilgrims to their own capital, to which they
had removed it.    It was again interrupted in our own day by
the Wahabis, who united several of the Arab tribes under their
sovereignty in the interior, destroyed the tomb of the pro-
mulgator of Islam, and believed themselves commissioned to
check the excessive honours lavished on the Prophet and other
saints, and to bring back the faith to its original simplicity.
They were entirely defeated by the famous Pacha of Egypt,
Mohammed Ali, who revived the pilgrimage, and attended it
with his court, and it was under his protection that it was per-
formed by Burckharclt. No doubt it was a much frequented one.
He estimated the pilgrims at 70,000; but D'Ohson, who wrote